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aqua.regia
SPECIAL EDITION! O-Week 2005

Picture Perfect Meals

+
=?Anyone for a sandwich? Will Fisher Library

one day become the new social hub?

Feeling gastronomically chal-
lenged? Julie Mok examines
the delicacies coming to a
printer near you.

Aren’t in the mood for cooking

after a hard day’s work? Perhaps

lacking the culinary skills necessary

to generate a vaguely edible meal?

No problem! Welcome to one of

biotechnologies latest inventions, a

modified ink-jet printer capable of

dishing out edible paper meals that

can taste of anything from birthday

cake to sushi, great news for the

flat-out uni student. Better yet, for

those of you who are health

conscious, no fear because these

paper delights are based on soy

and potato starch, designed to

help office workers satisfy food

cravings without piling on the

pounds.

The inventor, Homaru Cantu

utilises liquidised food to print

tantalising cuisine, in which he dips

into a powder consisting of soy

sauce, sugar, vegetables or

dehydrated sour cream, and then

freezes or bakes the sheets. Cantu

has already begun printing edible

menus at his restaurant, Moto

located in Chicago. The idea is

that diners can entertain

themselves on these light hors

d’oeuvres or tear and toss into

their soup.

He first experimented with

ink made of crushed carrots,

tomatoes and purple potatoes.

Other innovations Cantu plans to

introduce at his restaurant

include using a laser to cook

steak and bake bread. He hopes

to take the printer concept out of

the kitchen and into the media by

publishing edible ads.

 “Just imagine going through

a magazine and looking at an ad

for pizza. You wonder what it

tastes like, so you rip a page out

and eat it,” he said.

Cantu has certainly breached

conventional biotechnological

concepts and according to Deep

Labs, the computer firm that co-

produced the printer, “He

challenges every preconceived idea

about food.”

coming up inside...

Special O-Week Liftout

Smorgasboard of Goodies^
Everything You’ve Wanted
to Know About SciSoc but
were Afraid to Ask

:: Lamentations of a 3rd year Sci-
ence/Law student
:: Competitions: WIN stuff off us!
:: Aqua Trader: Everything from
Anaerobic Bacteria to Zombies on sale

SciSoc? What’s this SciSoc
thing that you talk about?

SciSoc is the Faculty Society
that represents all Science
students at the University of
Sydney. It encourages greater
student participation in social
activities and the running of
the Faculty. For more infor-
mation, see page 3.
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The start of uni can be a perplexing time for even the best
prepared of people. Add to the nagging thoughts about what on
earth are you doing studying science. Theresa Ly tries to un-
ravel all the thoughts in her head.

HELP ME!

The fact you have picked up

this edition of Aqua Regia tells me

one of three things:

1. You are a new science student

2. You are a freak i.e. you are not

a new science student

3. You needed a piece of paper to

write some notes on

Well I can tell you the first

time I picked up Aqua Regia I

needed a piece of paper to write

some notes!

But, I’m interested in category

1. Welcome to the University of

Sydney and welcome to the

Science Society. What can I as a

third year Science/Law student

impart to you? Well whatever you

want. I made the decision not to

do Arts/law (although the thought

of 9-hour weeks tempts me now)

but science/law because well

frankly I wanted to learn… I reckon

that I can say this safely because

half the time Arts students aren’t

at uni to peruse our beloved Aqua

Regia! But I’ll let you know when

I’m pinned against a wall,

threatened and pummelled by arts

students.

Being a science student can be

cool but also a drag! For one thing,

you have to start at 8am in the

morning and finish at sometimes

6pm! Labs are long, laborious and

I dare say repetitive. There are

tutorials, seminars, lectures and

‘sessions’. You have classes when

people have lunch and have lunch

when others have class! Worst of

all science classes are ALWAYS on

Friday too! I always envied other

combined law students who

from first year had Fridays

off. The 5 day week was

not part of their

vocabulary… they often

look aghast when I recount

how I start at 8am finish at

5pm, 5 days a week and have 27

hours in total. But it does get

better by a few hours each year.

However, given all these

setbacks in being a science student

there are heaps of benefits. You

develop very special groups of

friends – yes, it’s corny but

because you spend so many hours

with the same set of people day in

and day out you form a close-knit

group of mates. Since first year,

I’ve hung around the same bunch

of friends who were actually in my

Chemistry Lab. I reckon SSP are a

special bunch – but I’ll leave that

for another day. We’ve been to the

beach together and went to each

other’s Birthdays, and went down

to the pub every Friday afternoon.

So yes it’s a drag to have to wake

up at 6am to get to uni by 8am

and to finish the day half-asleep –

well, at least there are people who

get to see you at your best and at

your worst.

You’ve made the
right choice. Really.

Hi. And welcome to the new
Aqua Regia. So what’s changed? It’s
got a new fresh look, and we’ve
taken out all the dodgy bits (see next
page!) and put in more of the stuff
you want to read.

The regulars - the newest and
latest weird places that science finds
itself in - are still here, but this year,
you’ll find articles on how to take
your science degree to the max, as
well as new and fun ways for you to

editorial
make your mark on this publication.
Jump to the last page to find out
what we’re looking for in the next
edition, and how you can get in
touch with us!

Whether you use Aqua to stop
you from falling asleep on the train,
or to hold your hot dog at the SciSoc
bbqs, we hope that these changes
will add a little spark to your day.

- Enoch Lau and Julie Mok -
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everything you’ve wanted to know

SPECIAL LIFTOUT

ABOUT SCISOC
but were afraid to ask

The Science Society of the University of Sydney

was founded in 1904 as a means of representing and

involving students in the running of the Faculty of

Science. At various stages in its fairly shady history

the Society has been involved in BBQs, speeches,

presentations, protests, porn (see past Aquas), faculty

politics and a heap of social events. It has also been

known as the Science Association, for reasons best left

alone.

Today the Society boasts over 5000 members,

including Undergraduate students, postgraduate

students, technical and academic staff. The Society is

governed by a constitution, and is made up by a

committee of elected members. This being said,

anyone with an idea or enthusiasm is welcome to rock

up to a committee meeting (dates and times of

meetings are advertised in the email bulletins sent out

to members).

The Science Society is jointly funded by the SRC,

University of Sydney Union and private partnerships,

and is supported by the Faculty of Science. It

celebrates its centenary in 2004.

how on earth did we
get here?

Each of us is doing science for reasons
only known to us... the alien members
of SciSoc line up to communicate with
their respective home planets.

a couple of words from
the president

Susanna Lam

President 2005

Welcome to the University of Sydney, congratulations from the
Science Society (SciSoc) for choosing to study at this great
place. I’m currently in my 3rd year, and I can tell you uni life
just gets more busy (both socially and academically) so if you
don’t want to miss out on having fun at uni over the next few
years, get INVOLVED in anything. During O-Week I hope you
will find lots of clubs and societies to join, as well as get to
know the uni and what it has to offer!

The transition to university from high school is a very daunting
task, and while uni may seem ten times as big as your school,
whatever you do, please don’t feel isolated….not only is SciSoc
here to help you socialise…..with our BBQ’s, trivia nights, and
annual formal dinners, there are also plenty of people to
meet, and plenty of things to do at uni. More specifically,
SciSoc is YOUR society, all science students are automatically
members! All you have to do is remember to register with us
at our O-Week Stall (its FREE), so we can get your details and
contact you and get you involved. Oh and remember to buy a
T-shirt (only $15) and show your SciSoc pride! (and claim free
BBQ’s).

There is no time like O-Week to meet us SciSocer’s either at
our O-Week stall, or come to the FREE Science Society
welcome BBQ (just a taste of what’s to come) at 12pm outside
the Eastern Ave lecture theatre….it’s also where we have our
BBQ every fortnight, so get acquainted with it! Remember the
only thing that’s stopping you from having fun…is how fast
you can get around to all those stalls. In all seriousness, I
highly recommend doing the library tours, and finding where
your lecture theatres are (yes before uni starts) and enjoy the
general buzz of excitement this week.

Feel free to ask us questions, you may also want to contribute
to this very Aqua Regia publication! Remember to sign up to
our interfaculty sports, buy or sell your 2nd Hand books with
us…or just help us out (there are many, many perks…its great
for you, and you meet lotsa new friends!) I’m looking forward
to seeing your happy (sciency) faces this year! Good Luck my
friends with settling in, and I’m sure you will find your niche
here at uni.
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The famous SciSoc

BBQ

Every fortnight, SciSoc puts on its famous BBQ
next to Eastern Avenue Auditorium. At $2 for all
you can eat, it’s a bargain, and will For an even
better deal, get a 2005 SciSoc T-shirt! For only
$15, you get to eat for FREE at the BBQs. You
can do the maths - save mega bucks!

Featuring:Featuring:Featuring:Featuring:Featuring:
> Gourmet sausage or vegetable patty
> Mouth-watering onions
> Tasty bread
> Succulent can of soft drink

And the BBQ is where you can pick up your FREE copy of Aqua every fortnight -
to fulfil your unsatiable desire for more science news, random stuff, and SciSoc

BUY

SAVE

How easy can it get?

The irresistable SciSoc

Bucky Ball

The omgivejustgottagoto SciSoc

Trivia Night

And of course, none of this would be possible without
the generous support of the

University of Sydney Union.

$

THE social event of the year,
the Bucky Ball is our annual
formal dinner. Held in August,
it’s a great way to end the year
with great food, drink and
company. Meet new people, and
celebrate another wonderful
year with your friends. What
more could scientists want?

Our major social event for Semester 1 will be in May. It’s the one night of the year
wou’ll be happy to study for and stay past 5pm at uni for! It’s always lots of fun,
and many prizes will be up for grabs! Come as one, or with a group of friends - it
doesn’t matter! It will be held in Wentworth Bar.
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interfaculty sports:
> get involved today and reach out!

This is your chance to let those Education or Arts students know what
science students are really made of!! SU Sport organises a series of
interfaculty sports competitions throughout the year in a variety of sports
including cricket, tennis, softball, athletics, basketball, netball,
volleyball, swimming, hockey, squash and touch.

Stay tuned in later editions of aqua for info about dates and times.

If you’ve got questions, or want to stick your hand up for a team, hassle
the sports reps. See the committee page for their details, or e-mail them
at sports@sci.soc.usyd.edu.au.

Established in 2002, Second
Hand Science trades buys and
sells current Science course
text books.

When is it open?

It will be open throughout all of
O-Week for both sellers and
buyers. Come and visit us, and
see how much you can save!

Throughout the rest of the
semester, it is open 9.30am-
11.00am on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays.

Why buy or sell through us?

> We are run by volunteers,
and so can offer much better
rates than other second hand
services.

> We keep a database of
people looking for a particular
textbook, so you are much
more likely to find a buyer.

> Show up in a SciSoc T-Shirt
and get even better discounts!

Where is the store?

Second Hand Science is located
on level 4 of the Carslaw
Building, in the Science Society

Office. Signs will be on display
during opening hours.

For more information e-mail
bookstore@sci.soc.usyd.edu.au
or see www.sci.soc.usyd.edu.au
and follow the links.

> IMPORTANT SciSoc Email Addresses!> IMPORTANT SciSoc Email Addresses!> IMPORTANT SciSoc Email Addresses!> IMPORTANT SciSoc Email Addresses!> IMPORTANT SciSoc Email Addresses!

General Information: scisoc@sci.soc.usyd.edu.au
Aqua Regia: aqua@sci.soc.usyd.edu.au
Website Feedback: webmaster@sci.soc.usyd.edu.au
Interfaculty Sports: sports@sci.soc.usyd.edu.au
Second hand bookshop: bookshop@sci.soc.usyd.edu.au

Visit our website today@ http://www.sci.soc.usyd.edu.au/
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> meet your committee members
President: Susanna Lam

I’m Susanna, also known as Soz, no, not
because i’m a sorry, sausage loving
alco...im just in 3rd year studying
science of course and commerce (got to
make money somehow). Getting
involved in uni life (esp scisoc) and

meeting new people is great fun, and thats the only way to
get through it!

Secretary: Joe Liu

Hi, I’m Joe, but people call me Jolly. This is
my third yr in uni and my second year in
Scisoc. Well what can I say about myself?
I’m a pretty conservative sort of guy
straight from the old school teachings,
though I do know how to have fun. My

hobbies are tennis, table tennis, some golf, model making,
reading, painting warhammer figures, general merriment,
and of course Scisoc. If you want to have fun at uni or just
in general join up with Scisoc. Have a great year!

Sports Rep: Jamie Vahn

(3rd year BSc Adv) Also known as Hat
Woman, Jamie never reveals the top of
her head (it’s for your own good that what
is not pleasant should remain concealed).
Jamie majors in physics and mathematics
because she believes in equal opportunity
of education for girls. Jamie likes all
kinds of sports, especially the ones that
involve  weapons (e.g. hockey). She hopes 2005 will be a
very actively happy year for everyone in Sci Fac (and that
SciSoc will see many many people lining for interfac sports).

Vice-President: Pip Sexton

Welcome all to 2005. Currently in my 3rd
year of B Sci/B Comm majoring in
pharmacology, finance and economics, I
love getting involved with uni (especially
SciSoc). You may see me round as a
SPOC or playing water polo down at the aquatic centre or
more often than not up at the uni bar enjoying cheap drinks
and funky bands! I urge you all to come join SciSoc get
involved with all the events to make you year “heaps good”.

Aqua Regia Editor and IT Officer:
Enoch Lau

Hihi, I’m Enoch... a walking contradiction
torn between the forces of conservatism
and my undying love of the Union. I do
combined sci/law... one of those people
who get told (often) that we’re doing a
completely useless combination >.< but
of course it’s the experience and the skills

that you gain that counts, not necessarily the knowledge.
And submit to Aqua!!! It’s a great way to get your feet wet
into helping out at SciSoc, which so far has been great fun!!

Aqua Regia Editor and 1st year
Liaison: Julie Mok

Heyhey companions in science. I'm Julie,
a second year B.Med.Sc student. My role
on SciSoc is Aqua Regia Editor and first-
year liaison officer. So if you have any
qualms, queries, or just need to rant about how long pracs
are, I'm the person you should be bombarding them with.
Just for interest, I’m a netball and gymnastics enthusiast,
an advocate of the colour blue and big fan of Coldplay and
John Mayer. Hope to see you all around the Campus, and
hearing from you in email or in person. Enjoy your year! :)

Assistant: Anna

Hi everyone - I'm Anna and I secretly love food. I enjoy
doing a lot of things which includes modern jazz dance,
eating, music (my guitar is hidden away in my room with
cobwebs), eating and have I mention eating? I do a degree
in Psychology and no, I can't read people's mind
(hmm..though I wish we were taught that). But what I can
do is analyse your dreams – thanks for good old Freud!

Publicity Officer: Tom Kavanagh

Tom is entering the second year of a
Bachelor of Science (Advanced), focusing
on maths and physics. He believes the
Science Society should aim to give
science students a voice at all levels of
university administration as well as
organising social events. In addition to
being the Publiticy Officer for the Science
Society, Tom spends his time playing

trombone in the Sydney University Wind Orchestra as well
as other orchestras and bands. He is also involved in the
SRC, fighting the good fight within the murky world of
student politics.

SRC Officer: James Jansson

This is my second year as a scisoc SRC officer, and as an
SRC councillor. The main role of the SciSoc SRC officer is to
liase between the SRC and SciSoc, so that both
organisations are informed of what is happening. The
Science Society working together with the SRC can provide
effective representation of science students to the
University. Apart from my normal SRC duties, I was also
the grease monkey in charge of cleaning up after
barbeques last year.

O-Week Officer: Carlyn Kong

Hi fellow scisoc-ers! my name is carlyn and i'm the o-week
coordinator for SciSoc in 2005. i'm a fourth year b.med sci
student, currently doing honours in microbiology. i've been
a dedicated scisoc-er, and this is my 3rd year in the scisoc
comittee... i hope to see you around at the bbqs and all
the other scisoc events, and if you have any questions that
i might be able to answer, feel free to ask =)

Assistant: Ee-lin

Hi!! Im Ee-lin. Im a 3rd year student
majoring in psychology and japanese. i
like eating, sleeping, dancing (badly),
and watching disney movies (am
attemping to reclaim lost childhood). i do
not understand computers or the stock
exchange, and i think lectures make the
best bedtime stories ever. Cheers!!

Treasurer James Kelly > Sports Reps (Male) Reshan
Muthukrishna & Andrew McCleod > Publicity Timothy
Shore Social Keshini Rajan > O-Week Officer Vincent
Ching > Sponsorship Ben Middleton > Bookshop Assist-
ant George J > Other Assistants Matthew Quek, Dominik
Konkolewicz & Theresa Ly

Everyone is welcome to come and contribute!!
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Across
1. The animal sense organ that receives visual
impressions.
2. Neon, argon and helium are called
______gases because they do not form
chemical compounds.
3. A faculty society that provides relevant
services, social activities and sports
representation to its members
4. A wheel over which a rope is passed

Down
1. Negatively charged particles that circle the
nucleus.
2. Most common organism on Earth.
3. Study of the planet earth, its rocky exterior
and the processes that act on it.
4. The movement of water from an area of high
concentration to low.
5. Scientific theory regarding the sudden
beginning of the univerise (3, 4)
6. The Scisoc Secondhand Bookshop is located
in the ______ building, level 4

aqua.crossword #1

Solutions in the next issue of Aqua
Regia. Pick it up at the next SciSoc BBQ!
See you there!!

quotable quotes

“If it weren’t for the last minute, nothing

would get done.” - Anonymous

“The future, according to some scientists, will
be exactly like the past, only far more

expensive.” - John Sladek

“Education’s purpose is to replace an empty

mind with an open one.” - Malcolm S. Forbes

“Science without religion is lame, religion

without science is blind.”  - Albert Einstein

“The beginning is the most important part of

the work.”  - Plato

“The greatest risk is to risk nothing at all.”  -
Leo Buscaglia

did you know?
:: A fresh egg will
sink in water, but a
stale one won’t.
Can’t remember if
an egg is fresh or
hard boiled? Just
spin the egg. If it
wobbles, it’s raw. If
it spins easily, it’s
hard boiled. A fresh
egg will sink in
water, a stale one
will float. The colour of the egg shell is not related to
quality, nutrients, flavour, or cooking characteristics.
White shelled eggs are produced by hens with white
feathers and white ear lobes. Brown shelled eggs are
produced by hens with red feathers and red ear lobes.
Brown egg layers usually are slightly larger and require
more food, thus brown eggs usually cost more than white
eggs.

:: The tomato is the world's most popular fruit. More than
60 million tons of tomatoes are produced per year, 16
million tons more than the second most popular fruit, the
banana. Apples are the third most popular (36 million
tons), then oranges (34 million tons) and watermelons
(22 million tons).

Drop your completed O-Week Crossword at the SciSoc stand to win a free
sausage at the next BBQ!! ^
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Next issue... how YOU can help!
:: We’re thinking of having a Column 8 style section in the upcoming Aquas. Send in your
weird and wonderful snippets of uni life that you go through in the first couple of weeks
:: Quotable Quotes: It’s the first couple of weeks back from uni, and lecturers are bound to
be tongue tied. Send them in!!
:: Articles: Feeling journalistic? Or just bored on the train, and fiddling with your stylus on
your PDA? Write an article, and the best article submitted during the semester will receive a
$25 prize. No strings attached.

Aqua Trader

Anaerobic bacteria. Comes with free
petri dish in a vacuum sealed container.
Contact Fred for more details. Tel: 1800-
SCISOC, 9-5 any day.

Recycled paper. Selling 1 tonne of old
Honi Soit. Great for use in public
lavatories. Visit www.src.usyd.edu.au
for more information.

Zombie. Maths lecturer found stunned
on Lvl 8 Carslaw. Quick removal
required. Ph: 9351-1234

Want to place an ad here?Want to place an ad here?Want to place an ad here?Want to place an ad here?Want to place an ad here?

Visit www.sci.soc.usyd.edu.au for more information on how
you can advertise in the Aqua Trader.

Alternatively, ask a friendly SciSoc helper at the O-Week
stand, or at the fortnightly BBQs.

aqua@sci.soc.usyd.edu.au

Keep the emails rolling! Comments? Submissions? Anaerobic bacteria? Send them
in!! We love to hear from you!! :)

{{GFDL}}

First year FAQ!
Q: Where can I purchase the
necessary textbooks and equip-
ment required for study?

A.  The Science Society's Secondhand
Bookstore located at Carslaw Level 4
has an extensive range of current and
non-current second hand Science
textbooks and notes at discounted
prices. But you've gotta hurry because
there are limited stocks.

The SRC Secondhand Bookshop
located at Wentworth Level 5 sells a
variety of material at reasonable
prices.
The Medical Society Bookshop located
in the Blackburn Building sells new
Biology and Chemistry textbooks,
labcoats and safety glasses at com-
petitive prices.

The Co-op Bookshop next to the
Aquatic Centre sells almost every
textbook and course notes you'll need.

Biology lab notes and CDROM
are available at the Copy Centre, Shop
2 Ground Level, Sports an Aquatic
Centre.

The Wentworth Campus Store
located in the Wentworth Building,
Level 3 has a wide range of stationery,
labcoats, safety glasses, and dissection
equipment for sale.

All math notes can be pur-
chased at Kopystop, 55 Mountain St.
Broadway.

Q.  I'm having trouble with course
material. Where can I get help?

A.  For Mathematics and Statistics, try
the Mathematics Learning Centre
located at Carslaw Level 4, Room 441.

For Physics, duty tutors are
available four days per week from
12pm - 2pm, in the room next to the
Physics Student Office.

For Chemistry, head to Room
213 at the back of Lab C for duty tutor
assistance (check the roster for further
details).

For Biology, the Biology Learn-
ing Centre is open four days a week
and is located at Carslaw Level 5,
Room 507.

Q.  Any study tips?

A. Establish a comfortable working
environment, ie. Clean up your room
so you don't need to wade through all
those HSC notes and dirty clothes.

Maintain a good attitude to
study. Afterall, you chose this course,
and university is a new step up the
rung in life.

Get organized and print off

lectures notes early on. Attempt to
read them before the lecture, so you
know where the lecturer is coming
from. Same deal with lab notes,
otherwise practicals will be very
tedious and longer than necessary.

Establish a study group where
you can collaborate on assignments
and learn as a group.

Q. I'm a Science student. How do I
become a member of the Science
Society?

A. If you're a Science student, you're
automatically a member of SciSoc.
However, to receive updated info as to
the societies' upcoming events, sign
up at SciSoc's O-Week stall, complete
a slip handed out during lectures in
the first week, or alternatively, go
technical and sign up online at http://
www.sci.soc.usyd.edu.au/

Q. Who can I contact if I have
anymore questions?

A.  You can contact Julie, SciSoc's First
Year Liaison Officer at
juliem@student.usyd.edu.au, chat up
one of the SciSoc committee members
at the BBQ's held fortnightly (Eastern
Avenue lawns) or approach the
respective school offices with any
queries.
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