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Smoke Without the Smoke
Aqua Regia reports on a new
Swiss invention, a smoke and
tobacco free cigarette.

coming up inside...

Cloned Dog

Smorgasboard of Goodies^
The world’s first clone dog

:: Careers info - learn about the
seminars for Science students
:: Meet your committee - see the
back page for a “spot the difference”
puzzle!

SciSoc? What’s this SciSoc
thing that you talk about?

SciSoc (the Science Society) is the
Faculty Society that represents all
Science students at the University
of  Sydney. It encourages greater
student participation in social
activities and the running of  the
Faculty.

SciSoc is proudly supported by
APESMA.
http://www.apesma.asn.au/

:: cover story ::

BUCKY BALL 2005
:: Absolute Zero ::
 Friday, August 26, 7:30pm
Pier one watersedge
$70 until August 22

Tickets can be purchased outside Carslaw during
from our friendly SciSoc helpers

The world’s first smoke and
tobacco free cigarette is due to
go on sale.

The cigarette has been cleared
for commercial release and
should be on sale early next
year.

Swissmedic, the Swiss Agency
for Therapeutic Products, has
decided the NicStic is not a
medicinal product and has
cleared the path for its
commercial production.

Monique Helfer of Swissmedic
said: “If we had classified the
NicStic as medication, the
manufacturer would have had
to apply to have it covered by
health insurance and therefore
it would have required the
approval of the Federal Health
Office and taken a lot longer to
get to the public.”

Instead the Swiss invention
aimed at smokers who enjoy
smoking regardless of growing
condemnation of the habit
should soon be available for the
same cost as normal cigarettes.

The smokeless and tobacco-free
cigarette uses a rechargeable
heating coil in a plastic

cigarette-sized stick to dispense
nicotine without smoke.

NicStic’s inventors say their
invention will allow smokers to
“light-up” without annoying
others with passive smoke and
therefore avoid the increasing
smoking bans in public places.

The company promises that
dragging on it releases “a
similar taste” to cigarettes
without the health issues from
tar, arsenic, cadmium and
formaldehyde that a normal
cigarette contains.

But Janine Messerli from the
Swiss Institute for Alcohol and
Drug Prevention is critical of
NicStic and the Swissmedic
decision: “Nicotine is what
makes smoking addictive, and
so this product changes
nothing.”
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General Information: scisoc@sci.soc.usyd.edu.au
Aqua Regia & Aqua Trader: aqua@sci.soc.usyd.edu.au
Interfaculty Sports: sports@sci.soc.usyd.edu.au
Second hand bookshop: bookshop@sci.soc.usyd.edu.au
First-year Officer: juliem@student.usyd.edu.au

Website: http://www.sci.soc.usyd.edu.au/

Or just slide a message under our door on Level 4 Carslaw...

SciSoc is here to HELP. Let us know if you’re having any troubles, be they lecturers or
foul-tasting lettuce. We’ll get on top of it for you and make sure you get heard.

SciSoc: helping people.

Last edition was a serious edi-
tion, talking about important
things like careers and VSU.
Surely, that’s not Aqua, you ask.

Although Aqua Regia has been,
since its inception in the Middle
Ages, used variously as:
a) hotdog holder
b) light entertainment on the
way home
c) something you used to take
at the BBQs because it was
offered to you
d) scrap paper for doodling on
during maths lectures,
the truth is that the SciSoc
newsletter is a great opportunity
to hear from the society that
represents all Science students,
be they undergraduate or post-
graduate, male or female,
Earthling or Martian.

Published fortnightly with a
circulation of over 200 copies
per edition distributed at the
BBQs and Union outlets, it is an
important way for SciSoc to
disseminate important informa-
tion to Science students, so we
all know what’s going on. After
all, science is about gathering
and processing knowledge.

It also happens to be the quick-
est, cheapest and possibly least
life threatening way to get rich,
famous and well-loved all at
once. Write to Aqua and it could
be you walking away with the
$25 prize at the end of the
semester.

That said, try out the puzzle on
the back page. C’mon, it took
me ages to make.

Enoch Lau & Julie Mok
Editors

five legged sheep

A Romanian farmer hopes he will get
into the Guinness Book of  Records as
the owner of  a healthy five-legged
sheep.

Taha Khayal from Girisu de Cris
village in Bihor county said he was
very surprised to find the strange
animal while he was shearing his new
herd of  sheep.

The farmer bought the sheep from
people in the area with the intention
to sell them abroad.

He told Adevarul newspaper he
believes the five-legged sheep is a
“divine miracle” and he wants to save
the animal from export and feed him
in special conditions.

He intends to contact Guinness
officials to get his sheep included in
the Book of  Records.

world’s first cloned dog

The world’s first cloned dog has been
created.

Snuppy was created by scientists in
Seoul, South Korea from skin cells
taken from the ear of  a three-year-old
Afghan hound called Tai.

The cells were then placed in an
unfertilised egg from a female
labrador. The egg was treated with
electric current to begin its
transformation to an embryo before it
was put back in the labrador’s womb.

Snuppy is now 14 weeks old reports
The Sun.

The Korean team led by Professor
Woo Suk Hwang transplanted more
than 1,000 embryos into 123 bitches
according to the journal Nature.

The result was just three pregnancies.
One miscarried and another died
from pneumonia after three weeks.

News of  Snuppy’s birth is expected to
bring a flood of  inquiries from dog-
lovers who want to clone their pets.

Professor Woo says cloning pets is not
the point of  his research. He said:
“Our goal is to find cures for
debilitating diseases and illnesses.”
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Supercharge Your Science Degree
SciSoc in conjunction with the Faculty
of Science and the Careers Centre are
bringing a series of  informative
lectures to you Tuesday 1-2pm in
weeks 6-9. Learn about getting work
experience, writing CV's and how to
perform better in interviews!

We spoke to Careers Development
Manager Rosemary Sainty about the
importance of  preparing yourself  for
the future, and she also answered
some questions that science students
have.

Q: I'm feeling a bit lost in my
degree and don't know where it
will take me, am I the only one
feeling like this?

A: At the Careers Centre we often see
students who are unsure about their
career direction and worry that they
are the only ones. In fact this is very
common - research shows that up to
40% of 2nd year students are unsure
of  career direction!!  Recent Careers
theories actually say this is the best
way to be - as flexible as possible in a
fluid job market. The trick is to make
the most of  opportunities that come
your way - like the Jump Start Careers
talks we are running on How to Find
Work Experience and a Job, How to
write CVs and How to Handle a Job
Interview - for 3 Wednesdays starting
from August 31 at 1-2pm in the
Stephen Roberts Lecture Theatre.

Q: If  I'm a science student, where
do I find out about my career
options?

A: There are some great resources
around: www.gradlink.edu.au/con-
tent/view/full/1485 "Careers for
Science Grads" and
www.science.usyd.edu.au/future/

careers/index.html "Degrees of
Success".

Q: I'm enjoying my science degree,
but I don't know what I can really
do with it? (What have other sci-
ence students ended up doing?)

A: To find out where other science
students from Sydney Uni have ended

up check out:
www.careers.usyd.edu.au/students/
careeropt/degree.shtml For example,
some jobs that Science graduates of
2004 have got include: Research
assistant, project manager, clinical
trials assistant. This data is for gradu-
ates that are only 6 months out from
Uni so remember it takes a while to
end up in your 'career job'.

Did you know? A human being drinks 16,000 tons of water in a lifetime.

:: careers information ::
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aqua@sci.soc.usyd.edu.au

Got stuff you want to give to us? Pieces of Amazonian Rainforests? Fluffy Cauchy integrals? Free
iPods? Send them in! We’d love to hear from you.

aquafun

Find all the differences between the two pictures, and show your
completed copy of Aqua to a friendly SciSoc representative for your
chance to win an extra free smile and friendly service pack.

Get to know your SciSoc committee members!!!

aquauseful
Of course, being the biggest
event in the SciSoc calendar,
you can’t forget the Bucky Ball.
But for those of you with little
cranial space left for remember-
ing dates after going through
thirty pages of partial differen-
tial equations and a hundred
screenfuls of C standard library
functions, fear not! Aqua Regia
has the answer.

Cut the following reminders out
and purchase a stick of Precisely
24-hour Adhesive available from
most PedantShop and
PhysicistGalore outlets around
Sydney (note: permanent adhe-
sive such as super glue is not
recommended). Paste them
onto your forehead, and replace
with the appropriate label once
a day until the Bucky Ball.

MY FAVOURITE BUCKY BALL:
JUST 8 DAYS AWAY

MY FAVOURITE BUCKY BALL:
JUST 7 DAYS AWAY

MY FAVOURITE BUCKY BALL:
JUST 6 DAYS AWAY

MY FAVOURITE BUCKY BALL:
JUST 5 DAYS AWAY

MY FAVOURITE BUCKY BALL:
JUST 4 DAYS AWAY

MY FAVOURITE BUCKY BALL:
JUST 3 DAYS AWAY

MY FAVOURITE BUCKY BALL:
JUST 2 DAYS AWAY

MY FAVOURITE BUCKY BALL:
JUST 1 DAY AWAY

Did you know? SciSoc runs
BBQs every fortnight on the
lawn outside Steven Roberts?


