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Think higher voltage
Aqua Regia reports on an
amazing new memory pill...
perhaps the key to a high
distinction?

coming up inside...

Birds and white stuff

Smorgasboard of Goodies^
When you park your car
outside...

:: Careers info - learn about the
seminars for Science students
:: Meet your committee - at in Bucky
Ball attire

SciSoc? What’s this SciSoc
thing that you talk about?

SciSoc (the Science Society) is
the Faculty Society that represents
all Science students at the Univer-
sity of  Sydney. It encourages
greater student participation in
social activities and the running of
the Faculty.

:: cover story ::

Careers Info
:: JumpStart to Success ::
 Career information sessions brought to you by
SciSoc and the Faculty of Science

Did you miss out? Lecture slides will be available
from the Faculty of Science and SciSoc websites.

A memory pill could soon
available over the counter
following impressive early trial
results.

The drug, known as CX717,
increases the brain’s computing
power, reports the Daily Mail.

In a pilot trial conducted at the
University of Surrey, it
significantly improved mental
ability in sleep-deprived
volunteers.

Monkeys given CX717 also
showed a big improvement in a
range of cognitive tests.

The drug will have to undergo
further clinical trials before
going on sale.

But Cortex, the Californian
company that owns it, is
considering CX717 as a
treatment for narcolepsy, jet
lag, attention deficit

hyperactivity and Alzheimer’s
disease.

Gary Lynch, from the University
of California, said: “We all have
the same computer, but we’re
running with different voltage
levels. Ampakines up that
voltage.”

SciSoc is proudly supported by
APESMA.
http://www.apesma.asn.au/

Feeling sorry you missed out?

Bucky Ball
Photos Inside!

Exclusive!!!
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Bucky Ball
Photos
Friday, August 26, 2005
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General Information: scisoc@sci.soc.usyd.edu.au
Aqua Regia & Aqua Trader: aqua@sci.soc.usyd.edu.au
Interfaculty Sports: sports@sci.soc.usyd.edu.au
Second hand bookshop: bookshop@sci.soc.usyd.edu.au
First-year Officer: juliem@student.usyd.edu.au

Website: http://www.sci.soc.usyd.edu.au/

Or just slide a message under our door on Level 4 Carslaw...

The cicada, a fly found in Africa,
spends 17 years of its life sleep-
ing; and only two weeks is
awake during which mates and
then dies.

Did you know?

Bucky Ball. Fun. Sorry you
missed out?

For those sorry folks who
missed out we’ve included some
photos on the previous page -
or for those who want to re-
member the night.

Also, there’ll be photos on the
SciSoc website very soon, so
stay tuned!

Editors
Enoch Lau & Julie Mok

Random facts

Your stomach has to produce a
new layer of mucus every two
weeks otherwise it will digest
itself. 

“I am.” is the shortest complete
sentence in the English
language. 

The world’s longest Coca-Cola
truck is in Sweden. It is 79 feet
long with a four-azle trailer 

Only one person in two billion
will live to be 116 or older.  

99% of the pumpkins sold in
the US end up as jack-o-
lanterns. 

Venus is the only planet that
rotates clockwise.

Riddles

How can you leave a room with
two legs and come back with six?

Make sure you bring a chair back
with you

What is broken as soon as it is
spoken?

Silence

I sometimes run, but I cannot
walk. You always follow me
around. What am I?

Your nose.

Notice of the

Annual General Meeting

Week 11, Wednesday 2pm

* Run for positions and vote in the elections
* Hear reports from this year’s committee
* Learn more about SciSoc and find out ways that
you can get involved
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aqua@sci.soc.usyd.edu.au

Got stuff you want to give to us? Pieces of Amazonian Rainforests? Fluffy Cauchy integrals? Free
iPods? Send them in! We’d love to hear from you.

aquafun

scisoc is ascisoc is ascisoc is ascisoc is ascisoc is a
representative societyrepresentative societyrepresentative societyrepresentative societyrepresentative society
SciSoc is here to HELP. Let us know if you’re having any
troubles, be they lecturers or foul-tasting lettuce. We’ll
get on top of it for you and make sure you get heard.

SciSoc: helping people.

If three hours ago, it was as
long after two o’clock in the
afternoon as it was before
two o’clock in the morning,
what time would it be now?

Eleven o’clock. Since there are
twelve hours between the two
times, and half of that time
equals six, then the halfway
mark would have to be eight
o’clock. If it were eight o’clock
three hours ago, the time would
now be eleven o’clock.

What letter has the ability to
widen a road?

Adding a b will make it broad.

A doctor and a boy were on
a long trip together. The buy
was the doctor’s son, but the
doctor was not the boy’s
father. Who was the doctor?

His mother.

Where can you find an
instance of yesterday being
after today?

A dictionary.

How many months have 28
days?

All of them.

What begins with P and ends
with E and has millions of
letters in it?

Post Office.

White cars a hit for bird
droppings

Birds prefer their droppings to be on
white cars, according to a scientific
study.

Student teacher Charles West, 37,
carried out the survey for his
department of  education at Bristol
University.

He enlisted the help of  40 researchers
and counted bird droppings on 2,000
motors reports The Sun.

The team concluded that birds were
less likely to dirty navy blue and black.

Bird expert Dr Derek Toomer said
they might “bomb” white cars
because they associate the colour with
predators.

He added: “Birds do respond to
colours.”

Science Feeds the Soul... and
the Brain

Researchers at the University of
Hahalulu have discovered a
correlation between the size of  the

brain and the course that an
undergraduate student undertakes.

In particular, they discovered that
Science students have, on average, 5-
10% more brain matter than the
average University student.

Professor Fumbleton suggests that
“either the study or engagement of
Science-related activities enlarges the
brain by causing its owner to actually
use it, or those with larger brain
masses are more predisposed to
studying Science.”

An alternative theory, he noted, was
that those who first enrolled in
Science with lower brain masses did
not survive very long and transferred
to other degrees, along the lines of
Darwin’s Theory of  Evolution.

Aqua Regia Unreliable

Honours students at the School of
Mathematics and Statistics are
warning that Aqua Regia is unreliable.
They claim that it contains a
statistically


