
BigBrother Survey 
 
Notes 

• Project description (http://wiki.vislab.usyd.edu.au/moinwiki/BigBrother): Develop a 
indexing/logging/query/retrieval system for ViSLAB-style collaborative resources (such as blog, 
wiki, SVN, Jabber)… this system is a bit of a leech that feeds on available streams and that you 
can squeeze data out of later on in a some meaningful way. 

• This is an informal survey and it is not designed to produce rigorous scientific data.  
• By submitting this survey, you agree that we may use your responses as part of the BigBrother 

project. 
• Thank you for your time! 

 
Survey 
How to answer 
Please indicate your response with a number from 1-5. 

1. Strongly disagree  
2. Disagree  
3. Neutral  
4. Agree  
5. Strongly agree  

 
Statements 
 
Blog 
 

I use the ViSLAB blog regularly.   

I use a blog regularly.   

I believe that blogs are important in collaborative environments.   

I have found blogs useful in projects, past and present.   

I read other peoples' posts on the ViSLAB blog and I find them interesting and useful.   

I think that the search functionality on the ViSLAB blog is useful.   

I post about a variety of different topics, not just about my project.   

I post after each major milestone of the project, or after a significant event in the project.   

I find it difficult to find the right post when I need to read it.   

I write blogs to record information designed to be read weeks or months later.   

I am comfortable with allowing my blog posts to be searched by other ViSLAB members.   

I am comfortable with allowing my blog posts to be searched by members of the public.  

 
Wiki 
 

I contribute to the ViSLAB wiki regularly.   

I contribute to a wiki regularly.   



I believe that wikis are important in collaborative environments.   

I have found wikis useful in projects, past and present.   

I read other peoples' pages on the ViSLAB wiki and I find them interesting and useful.   

I think that the search functionality on the ViSLAB wiki is useful.  

I structure my wiki pages.   

I write in detail on my wiki pages.   

I write on topics that do not directly relate to my project.   

I post after each major milestone of the project, or after a significant event in the project.   

I find it difficult to find the right page when I need to read it.   

I write wiki pages to record information designed to be read weeks or months later.   

I am comfortable with allowing my Wiki entries to be searched by other ViSLAB members.   

I am comfortable with allowing my Wiki entries to be searched by members of the public.   

 
Instant messaging 
 

I use instant messaging to discuss my project regularly.   

I use instant messaging regularly.   

I use Jabber regularly.   

I use MSN Messenger regularly.   

I use Google Chat/Talk regularly.   

I use audio functionality regularly.   

I often digress during instant messaging conversations.   

I would be happy to submit some or all of my instant messaging logs or recorded audio 
conversations about my project work to the BigBrother project, anonymously or otherwise.  

 

I often do most of my project work alone.   

I find it difficult to locate relevant conversation when I need to read it.   

I log my instant messaging conversations.   

I often search over my instant messaging conversations.   



I often search the text of my instant messaging conversations before the conversation has 
concluded.  

 

I would find it useful to be able to record and search audio conversations.   

I am comfortable with allowing my IM logs to be searched by other ViSLAB members.   

I am comfortable with allowing my IM logs to be searched by members of the public.   

 
Subversion 
 

I use Subversion or another version control system for my projects.   

I commit regularly to my repository.   

I often post in a blog before or after I commit updates to the repository.   

I often update a wiki before or after I commit updates to the repository.   

I often discuss the project using instant messaging before or after I commit updates to the 
repository.  

 

I am comfortable with allowing my history of commits to be searched by other ViSLAB 
members.  

 

I am comfortable with allowing my history of commits to be searched by members of the 
public.  

 

 
Integration 
 
I often query for information that I had written on a blog or wiki, instant messaging 
conversations, or version control commits.  

 
 

It would be useful to be able to search for information about my project all in the one place.   

I believe that the current methods of retrieving information about my project are lacking.   

I find it easier to remember milestones based on events ("after we refactored the entire 
project") as opposed to time periods ("in early February").  

 

I often need to retrieve similar or related information from a blog or wiki, instant messaging 
conversations, or version control commits, when I am reading or searching through text from 
another one of those technologies.  

 

I am comfortable with allowing others to use an integrated system to gather aggregated 
information on my blog, wiki, IM and Subversion histories.  

 

I would like to use an integrated system to gather aggregated information on other ViSLAB 
members' blogs, wikis, IM and Subversion histories.  

 

I would like to use an integrated system to gather aggregated information on my own blogs, 
wikis, IM and Subversion histories.  

 

I would find it useful to see how often one topic is discussed compared to another.   

I would find it useful to have a device to show trends in development/discussion in my project.   

I would find it useful to be presented with a graphical overview of my project.   

I would find it useful to be presented with a list of keywords or concepts related to my project.   



I would like to be able to view graphically the contributions of members of a group project to a 
wiki page, or in general, to a concept as discussed on the various forms of collaboration.  

 

I would find it useful to have a tool that automatically summarised relevant information from 
the collaboration tools into a concise format.  

 

I would prefer to use a graphical tool that visually represents hierarchy in the information 
present in the collaboration tools as opposed to text-based queries (that may be arbitrary 
complexity).  

 

I would find it useful as a thinking aid to have a tool that allows me to explore the territory 
covered by my project to date.  

 

I think that it is important for the tool mentioned in the previous bullet point to be visually 
engaging.  

 

I place high emphasis on the attractiveness of a user interface and user interface design.   

 
If you have any thoughts on such a system after completing this survey, please jot them down below:  
 


